
 

2012 Retreats for Women Religious 
May 7—13 “The Passion for Mission” 

with Fr. Ron Young, OMI 

July 23—29 “Free-falling into the Mystery of  

the Presence of  God” 

     with Fr. John Mark Ettensohn, OMI 

 Join us at King’s House, a retreat and renewal center 

located on 47 quiet, wooded acres in Belleville, Illinois, just 

20 minutes by freeway from downtown St. Louis or the JB 

Bridge. 

 King’s House is sponsored by the Missionary  

Oblates of Mary Immaculate, a worldwide religious  

community of priests and brothers.  We are here to welcome 

you with ample hospitality and many opportunities to  

enrich your spiritual growth. 

 The retreat center is air conditioned and features 

private rooms with private baths, and an elevator.  An art 

space with materials is available for your use during your 

retreat.  An outdoor labyrinth, Way of the Cross, Mary  

grotto, and nature trail will enhance your prayer journey. 

May 7—13  “The Passion for Mission” 

 As Catholic Religious, we have chosen to follow our pas-
sion for God, for Jesus Christ and for God’s mission to humanity.  
We have joined ourselves to that mission in the authentic hope of 
assisting God in the new possibilities and potentialities of the 
Kingdom. We are people of optimism, even idealism, who believe 
that the mission of Jesus requires our whole self: physical, psycho-
logical, social and spiritual. We live and work to help make the 
Kingdom manifest in our time and space. Yet, as we experience 
the rough and tumble of life, our passion can ebb and flow, rise 
and fall with the hard knocks that a life dedicated to fidelity can 
undergo. Sometimes, we can lose focus or direction, along the Way 
to the Resurrection via the Cross. This retreat is an opportunity to 
renew our passion, restore our offering to God and to God’s Peo-
ple, reassert our hope as people called to holiness and wholeness 
through spiritual life. 

 Passion is energy. Like all energy, it can be directed and 
shaped in healthy or unhealthy ways. True spiritual passion is 
more than emotion. It is the coming together of our whole being, 

united to God in prayer and in service. This retreat is an invita-
tion to come back into touch with your passion for God, for Jesus 
Christ and for God’s mission. It is an opportunity to restore your 
passion, renew your love and emerge a person of greater spiritual 
freedom and wisdom as a source of grace for God’s people, so that 
you may burn brightly with a passion for mission. 

 

July 23—29  “Free-falling into the Mystery of  

the Presence of  God” 

   The mystics invite us to see that the spiritual journey is not 

about a constant striving for perfection as much as it is about 

letting go in order to be received in love.  Can we accept 

God’s continual call to our hearts to step into the cloud of 

unknowing where we are not in control and God is? 

   This retreat will help us to live into and embrace the awe-

some Mystery that cannot and need not be solved but can be 

and need be surrendered to.  In this process we can find our-

selves surprised by joy, enlarged by acceptance, humbled in 

wonder, dedicated in dryness, refreshed and recreated in rest, 

and above all unconditionally received in love: not because of 

how we have loved God, but because of how God has loved 

us! 
  

 Father Ron Young, OMI,  is presently Professor of Mission Studies and 
Interreligious Dialogue at Saint Paul University in Ottawa, Canada. He received his 
Masters Degree in Theology from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley in 1987, his 
license in 1996 and doctorate in Missiology from the Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome in 2000. He has taught on Oblate theological faculties for the past 13 years. He has 
contributed numerous articles and chapters to various publications on topic related to the 
study of the mission of the Church. 

  

 Fr. John Mark Ettensohn, OMI, has been a Missionary Oblate of Mary 

Immaculate for 26 years.  Ordained in 1989, he has served in ministry as a pastor, retreat/

renewal preaching team member and director, spiritual director, writer/producer/director 

in television.   His education has included a Bachelor of Science Degree in English and 

World History, a Masters in Telecommunications, and a Master of Divinity Degree with 

emphasis in Word and Worship from the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago.  He 

recently finished his work as a member of the Mission with Secularity ministry (an effort 

to better determine how to be effective missionaries in a secular culture) that the Oblates 

inaugurated in Indianapolis.  Currently, he is involved full time in preaching parish mis-

sions and giving retreats.                                                                     (Over) 

www.kingsretreatcenter.org * info@kingsretreatcenter.org  * (618)397-0584 * (800)779-7909 * fax(618)397-5123 



REGISTRATION INFORMATION  

SCHEDULE:  All retreats begin the first evening with 4:00 PM arrival and registration, followed by a so-

cial gathering, orientation and dinner.  The final day concludes with breakfast and Eucharistic Liturgy in 

the morning. 

DEPOSIT:  Registration is limited for each retreat.  We encourage you to register early.  A $25 non-

refundable deposit will guarantee your reservation and is included in the retreat fee.  If you are unable to 

attend a given retreat, your deposit may be applied to another program at any time.  Please note: we are 

unable to allow for substitutions on the reservation list. 

SPECIAL NEEDS:  Let us know as soon as possible if you require a bathroom with assist bars or a first-

floor room; we have a limited number.  There is an elevator in the lodging facility.  If you require a special 

medical diet, please notify us at least one week in advance. 

GETTING TO KING’S HOUSE:  Check our website for driving instructions or a picture map to King’s 

House: www.kingsretreatcenter.org   Contact us for other transportation options. 

** FULL BODY MASSAGE OPTION:  Massage is approached as the reverent anointing of the body, the 

temple of the spirit.  A certified massage therapist will be available during the retreats to provide you with a sooth-

ing and prayerful experience.  The suggested minimum donation is $50 and is in addition to the retreat fee.  This is 

payable directly to the therapist at the time of massage.  In order to accommodate everyone who requests a mas-

sage, we ask you to sign up early on this registration form. 

Check our King’s House Website for other summer programs, including two directed re-

treats and preached retreats with Paula D’Arcy and Carla Mae Streeter, OP,  

as well as a weekend retreat with Ron Rolheiser, OMI.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I wish to register for the following retreat —(duplicate the form as needed)  Please check appropriate boxes. 

RETREATS FOR WOMEN RELIGIOUS 2012 —(full fee $370) 

   Ä  May 7-13: “The Passion for Mission” with Fr. Ron Young, OMI 

   Ä  July 23-29:  “Free-falling into the Mystery of the Presence of God” with Fr. John Mark Ettensohn, OMI 

First Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Last Name _____________________________________ Community Initials __________________(e.g. SSND) 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ______________________________ 

Day Phone ______________________ Night Phone ___________________ email ___________________________________ 

Special Needs (dietary, lodging) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

     Note: We have an elevator in the lodging area.  A limited number of 1st floor rooms are available.  Let us know as soon as possi-

ble if you require one. 

Sorry, we are unable to accept credit or debit cards. 

Ä  Enclosed is deposit of $25 (included in full fee) 

Ä  Full fee ($370) is enclosed 

Ä  I am planning on a massage.  Do not send fee now; it is payable 

           directly to massage therapist.  Minimal suggested fee: $50. 

Send Registration form and check to: 

SUMMER SISTERS 2012 

King’s House 

700 N. 66th Street 

Belleville, IL 62223 


